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Abstract

The writer Jhumpa Lahiri from an Indian background has
used her powerful storytelling to create substantial changes in present-
day literature because she examines immigrant life along with cultural Reference to this paper
differences. Interpreter of Maladies (1999) established Lahiri’s career should be made as follows:
as a writer because she won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 2000 for
this short story collection which gained worldwide recognition. The
Namesake added to her literary body of work by presenting the themes Received: 24.02.2025
of cultural assimilation alongside dual heritage alongside personal Approved: 18.03.2025
identity struggles. Through her writings Lahiri focuses on immigrant
family struggles which become ?.vpe?ially visible through cultur‘al‘ Shaista Bee
divergences between young adult immigrants and their parents. Lahiri
addresses human relationships alongside identity struggles and
displacement effects through straightforward yet powerful language that
shows her ability to describe such complexities. Lahiri gained broader ~ CULTURAL CROSSROADS: INDIAN
influence in 2007 when filmmakers adapted The Namesake into a movie AND GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES IN
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that spread her refined depiction of immigrant life to a larger public JHUMPA LAHIRI'S NOVELS
audience. Through her works Lahiri presents themes about diaspora

and assimilation together with cultural dislocation which connects with Article No.21
global audiences making her a critical contemporary author in diasporic RJPSS Oct.-Mar. 2025,
literature. Through her literary examination Lahiri explores the Vol. L No. 1,

worldwide human need to define ourselves during the rising global
connectivity of modern society. The literary world recognizes her work pp. 154-162
beyond fiction since she holds the position of vice president at the PEN o
American Center where she advocates for literary causes. Through this Slmllarlty Check - 7%
research the author examines how Lahiri depicts intercultural encounters

in her works by studying how immigrants experience simultaneous battles Online available at:
and achievements during their transition between opposing cultural https://anubooks.com/journal-
spheres. The research will investigate Lahiri’s literary works to  volume/tjpss-2025-vol-l-nol-mar
understand the themes which diasporic literature typically explores such

as displacement alongside nostalgia and adaptation. https://doi.org/10.3 1995/

Keywords . .
1jpss.2025.v50101.021
Jhumpa Lahiri, Diaspora, Cultural Identity, Immigration, P
Assimilation, The Namesake, Interpreter of Maladies, Indian-American

Literature, Displacement, Globalization.

154



RJPSS Oct.24-Mar.25 Vol. L No.1 ISSN: (P)0258-1701 (e)2454-3403 Impact Factor: 8.867
https://doi.org/10.31995/rjpss.2025.v50i01.021

Introduction
Jhumpa Lahiri was born on July 11, 1967, in London, she was the daughter
of Bangladeshi parents. She graduated from Barnard College with a Bachelor of
Arts in English literature. She graduated from Boston University with a Master of
Arts in English, a Master of Arts in Creative Writing, a Master of Arts in Comparative
Literature, and a Doctor of Philosophy in Renaissance Studies. At the Rhode Island
School of Design and Boston University, she taught creative writing for pleasure.
Lahiri worked with a classmate to develop children’s books when she was very
young. It was during her elementary school years that she initially had the idea that
she wanted to be a writer. Getting readers to realize that the only thing that separates
civilizations is the aspirations of their individual inhabitants is probably the aim of
Jhumpa Labhiri’s writing. The majority of her writings, which are known for their
direct language, center on the experiences of Indian immigrants in the United States
who are trying to find their place in their new nation while being torn between two
different cultures. She received the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction on April 10, 2000, for
her first collection of short stories, Interpreter of Maladies. She is also notable for
being the first South Asian person to win an award independently. In the end, this
collection of short stories was translated into 29 other languages due to its immense
popularity both in the United States and around the world. Along with the Pulitzer
Prize, Lahiri’s first collection of short stories received several other notable accolades.
These honors include the 2001 New Yorker’s Debut of the Year award, the 1993
Henfield Foundation Trans-Atlantic Award, and the 2000 Addison Metcalf Award
from the American Academy of Arts and Letters. In 1999, the author also received
the O’Henry Award for short fiction. The Los Angeles Times Book Prize and the
Guggenheim Fellowship were also given consideration for Lahiri in 2002. They
were married in 2001 to Alberto Vourvoulias-Bush. He was a correspondent for
TIME Latin America at the time and also the deputy editor of the magazine. These
days, Lahiri can be found living in Brooklyn with her spouse and two kids. Beginning
in 2005, she served as the PEN American Center’s vice president.
Objectives
1. A study of how Jhumpa Lahiri displays cultural identity and the immigrant
experience through her main literary works.
2. Theresearcher will examine the way nostalgia influences immigrant experiences
together with displacement and cultural adaptation across her writings.
3. An investigation into the ways Lahiri brings her personal and educational
background into her literary concept formation.

155



CuLTURAL CROSSROADS: INDIAN AND GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES IN JHUMPA LAHIRI'S NOVELS
Shaista Bee, Dr. Kavita Agnihotri

4. The researcher analyzes the cultural and generational tensions present in

Labhiri’s literary works.

5. Anassessment of how Lahiri’s writing establishes lasting effects throughout
modern diasporic literature.
Literature Review

Harini. N. L, Sangeetha. V. S, Santhapriyanka. G, (2024), In his paper
“The Cultural Identity and Diaspora in Jhumpa Lahiri’s Novels the Lowland & the
Namesake” provides that it might be said that Lahiri skilfully captures the struggles
of communities and diaspora members who have been uprooted from their homeland.
She sheds light on postcolonial ambiguities, the agony of exile, and the overwhelming
need for a better way of life. She has depicted the madness and obsessions of her
diasporic characters, who experience emotional, physical, psychological, political
and cultural displacement. As a writer, she is aware that her job is to alert readers to
the problems rather than provide quick fixes, which will, in any event, differ
depending on the circumstance and the nation.

Akhtar Aamina 2024), This research looks at the themes of cultural
navigation and belonging in Rohinton Mistry’s A Fine Balance and Jhumpa Lahiri’s
The Namesake. The study carefully examines the complex aspects of subalternity
woven throughout the characters’ tales of cultural exile, identity negotiation, and
socioeconomic hardships, with a particular focus on the Indian diaspora. By
comparing and contrasting the many ways in which these narratives depict the
experiences of individuals crossing multiple cultures, this research article seeks to
clarify the intricate dynamics of belonging in a multicultural and interconnected
global community. This paper examines the protagonists’ struggles, victories, and
changes as they traverse the intricate web of two distinct civilizations. The battle
between the desire for assimilation and adhering to one’s traditional origins is
highlighted as it also looks at how society and family interactions impact the
characters’ identities. This study aims to reveal the writers’ viewpoints on cultural
hybridity through a thematic analysis, illuminating the wider ramifications for people
attempting to balance their heritage with the demands of modern living. Along with
analyzing how the authors use geography as a narrative device to emphasize cultural
differences, the study also examines how the characters’ sense of place influences
their sense of belonging. In order to better understand the complex interactions
between culture, identity, and belonging in modern literature, this comparative
approach attempts to offer a variety of insights into the ways that Lahiri and Mistry
express the complex nature of cultural identity and how it evolves over time.
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Lomte Kiran Annasaheb, (2018); He Tells about Jhumpa Lahiri that “She
is an immigrant author who chronicles the hardships faced by Indian immigrant
women as they integrate into American society. Being a product of three separate
civilizations, Jhumpa Lahiri is well aware of the challenges associated with residing
in multiple cultures. The novel “The Namesake” and the story collection “Interpreter
of Maladies” by Jhumpa Lahiri provide light on the differences between two cultures,
cross-cultural interactions, and conflicts between the natives along with acquired
consciousnesses, among other topics. In her works, Jhumpa Lahiri has paid particular
attention to her female protagonist. The majority of the female characters, including
Shobha, Mrs. Das, Mrs. Sen, Ashima Ganguli, Bibi Haider, Boori Ma, Moushumi,
& Mala, were influenced by Bengali culture and psychology.

Methodology

Online research articles, critical publications, and digital library books were

used in this study.

Overview

The Namesake (2003) became Jhumpa Lahiri’s first novel by expanding
her Pulitzer Prize-winning short stories about Indian immigrants. The article first
appeared as a novella in The New Yorker before the author transformed it into a
complete novel-length publication. The Namesake (2007) became a successful film
adaptation under the direction of Mira Nair who received the screenplay from Sooni
Taraporevala while Kal Penn, Tabu and Irrfan Khan performed the lead roles. Gogol
Ganguli is the primary character in the Ganguli family story which details his
American upbringing by Ashoke and Ashima Ganguli who emigrated from Bengal.
This narrative touches on cultural identity through its portrayal of assimilation and
it presents the conflict that occurs between traditional values and contemporary
lifestyle choices. The main character at the beginning of the book carries the name
Gogol which he later decides to change to Nikhil after discovering his connection to
Nikolai Gogol. The story traces his romantic connections starting from Maxine before
he marries and divorces Moushumi. The passing of his father compels Nikhil to
embrace his heritage which leads him toward embracing himself.

Through her narrative Lahiri explores immigrant struggles and identity crisis
alongside the challenges that arrive from cultural relocation. Numerous works by
Lahiri present characters who suffer from feelings of loneliness because diaspora
communities experience isolation between their past and present dwellings. Home
remains undefinable because immigrants struggle to belong effectively to both their
native country along with their new nationality. In her literary works identity
exploration stands as a constant motif since it connects people with their past histories
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both personally and culturally. The acclaimed literary writer Lahiri establishes her
reputation through her skilled writing abilities which explore immigrant experiences
concerning family bonds and cultural identification. The Pulitzer Prize honors
Interpreter of Maladies (1999) through its recognition in 2000 for its skilled
presentation of Indian immigrant characters. Through Unaccustomed Earth (2008)
Lahiri expands her exploration of family and love and loss but in The Lowland
(2013) she details the 1960s political turmoil in Calcutta alongside its impact on
family relations. Each of her literary works has gained emotional power and detailed
character development.

Novelist Jhumpa Lahiri creates acclaimed work through writing that demonstrates
clarity and elegance combined with emotional power. Through her writing Lahiri examines
immigration challenges alongside cultural identity and belonging between first and second
generations. Her characters show deep complexity because they must handle obligations
from family and society between their two cultural backgrounds. Lahiri navigates human
relationships through family dilemmas and affectionate yet sensitive portraits of personal
reflection in addition to family dynamics and love and loss.

Interpreter of Maladies stands as Lahiri’s primary work about cultural identity
through its nine short stories about Indian residents in India and United States-
based Indian-Americans. Mr. Kapasi works as both a tour guide and an interpreter
for patients who encounter the Das family and experience difficulties integrating
their two cultures. The parents follow Indian traditions at home although their
children lack knowledge of Bengali therefore feeling detached from their cultural
roots. The dilemma of adapting to a new culture exists as a fundamental barrier that
confronts individuals who strive to preserve their heritage.

Lahiri presents diasporic complexity in her work by showing how globalization
and immigration processes modify individual identity. In Interpreter of Maladies the
author explores how cultural discrepancies produce language challenges as well as
emotional obstacles that emerge when people exist between two existing life worlds.
Labhiri creates a complex story in her narrative which reveals both immigrant life and
the struggle immigrants face while holding onto their cultural identity in a globalized
world. The book studies immigration through its characters Ashima and Ashoke as
they experience America through noticeably different methods. Ashima holds onto
Indian customs strongly yet suffers from homesickness but Ashoke settles better yet
continues to miss his original home. Gogol rejects the traditions of both his Indian and
American heritage when he chooses an American moniker after his birth in the United
States. Through its narrative the book explores how migrants face migration challenges
and cultural changes while creating a sense of self.
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Unaccustomed Earth, another work by Lahiri, delves into themes of family,
grief, love, and cultural identity. The title story focuses on Ruma and her father,
whose relationship evolves through shared experiences and deeper understanding.
The collection portrays the immigrant struggle with alienation, nostalgia, and the
challenge of forging an identity in a foreign land. Through characters like Akash
and Ruma, Lahiri highlights the emotional pull of one’s homeland despite the realities
of diaspora. Jhumpa Lahiri examines Indian-American immigration through her
works which connect to the immigrants’ struggles of adjusting to cultural separation.
In Unaccustomed Earth we see Ruma and her relatives attempting to blend Indian
traditions with American cultural expectations but face many difficulties in
maintaining their cultural identity.

Throughout The Lowland (2013) the author portrays three main narrative
elements: Marxist social dynamics and nostalgic longing along with political unrest
in postcolonial India. The story traverses India and the US throughout fifty years of
chronological time. After marrying her deceased husband’s sibling Gauri makes a
move to America where she creates various self-representations. The book mentions
significant historical occurrences such as the Naxalbari movement alongside the
communist revolution in its narrative. From a childhood recollection Lahiri developed
the basis of her work to describe two Calcutta youths who engage in political uprising
leading to their harsh punishments. The book tells parallel stories between Rhode
Island and Tollygunge as Lahiri explores immigrant experiences while exploring
how people settle their past with their present.

Through her writing Lahiri presents the immigrant experience in America
which demonstrates how people manage their dual cultural identities. Through her
literary work Lahiri shares information about South Asian achievements along with
Bengali cultural insights and details the emotional immigrant experience. Lahiri details
her experience learning Italian in In Other Words through her original Italian writing
which later received English translation. Through this memoir the writer expresses
her deep affection for language acquisition while pursuing a new voice beyond her
native Bengali together with English. Created as a diary format the text reveals her
internal changes as well as her profound love for language. The book presents Italian
as a method through which Lahiri discovered both her sense of identity and place
while becoming essential reading for those interested in language and writing.

Through her book In Other Words Jhumpa Lahiri details the struggles people
face when learning a second language as they experience profound linguistic changes
in their identities. The book presents her profound Italian love through expressions
of her both positive and negative experiences together with feelings of loneliness.
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Her transformation leads to the emergence of a writer’s identity in a language that is
foreign to her. Historian James Truslow Adams describes the American Dream as
an American territory that welcomes immigrants. Through her stories Lahiri presents
successful first-generation immigrants who retain cultural disconnection despite
their financial achievements. The first-generation immigrants experienced an easier
assimilation process because their children born in America had to bridge the gap
between their heritage roots and their American way of life.

As part of her study Lahiri delves into how professional migrant Indians
arrived in the United States following the 1965 immigration reform. The adults
reach stability in their lives yet their offspring experience an alternative path because
of cultural developments and new societal changes. Immigrants who arrived in the
second generation face identity challenges because they must handle speaking
heritage languages with American culture. The process of assimilation represents
the main solution Lahiri presents to address the problems that diaspora creates.
Through its story The Namesake illustrates how the first-generation immigrant
Ashima and her husband Asoke learn their new environment yet Gogol their first
American-born child faces battles between his Indian background and American
identity. The author explores cultural displacement alongside coexistence in two
more literary works: When Mr. Pirzada Came to Dine and Interpreter of Maladies.

The novels and stories of Lahiri demonstrate an in-depth analysis of identities
together with cultural uprooting experiences. The writer explores immigrant life realities
through complex storylines that challenge people to understand how cultural elements
affect interpersonal relationships with personal conflicts. Through the depiction of
shared human facets in her writing Lahiri creates understanding between different
cultures. In The Epic of America (1931) James Truslow Adams defined the “American
Dream” as a welcomed prospect for improved living with chances that are equal for
everyone. The author presents evidence that contradicts the idea through her depiction
of immigrant success between different generations in American society. Through her
exploration Lahiri analyzes how family interactions and cultural differences based on
age and background produce new identity patterns and hope.

The author studies the scholarly and professional migration of educated
Indians who became professors and scientists and lawyers and doctors in the United
States following the 1965 immigration policies. These immigrants started life in
luxury so they have both reached economic independence together with career
achievements that fulfill the American Dream promise. Gender acts as a key factor
that influences how Lahiri presents their experiences and dreams between characters.
Adults who immigrated to America from India usually escape their children who
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opt for various life directions while enjoying the educational advantages their
immigrant parents created.

Conclusion

Through her literary work Jhumpa Lahiri developed crucial perspectives
that define discussions about immigration alongside identity and cultural
displacement. The author uses her skilled storytelling to convey the troubles faced
by Indian immigrants whose dual heritage clashes with the expectations of their
new country. Lahiri examines cultural assimilation through her works by presenting
multiple facets of life in multicultural environments while depicting both positive
and negative assimilation experiences. Through her realistic portrayal of intimate
life moments Lahiri achieves a dual purpose by creating situations that connect
with everyone yet remain thoroughly personalized. Through her narratives Lahiri
simultaneously enables the Indian diaspora to find representation and pushes societal
conversations towards exploring concepts like identity and immigration experiences.
Through the endurance of her themes in contemporary society writers recognize her
importance as a critical figure in modern literature. Through her work Lahiri connects
different cultures by helping readers gain knowledge about immigrational journeys
and human attempts to define themselves. Her literary work ensures both diasporic
communities retain their voice and their hardships will be understood hence
establishing her as a defining voice in transnational and multicultural literature.
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